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only soothing part of the otherwise miserable ordeal was the loving caress of
Mother afterwards.

One night when my mother was administering these eye drops, and I was
protesting with loud cries, my father unexpectedly returned. He asked and I told
him why [ was crying. He was outraged.

He forbade her to make any more visit to the hakims, and strictly prohibited
the purchase of any more surmas. Then he gently lifted me from her arms, and
took me away. With steady hand, he bathed my stinging eyes. After this incident,
even though we stopped continued going to hakims, now and then applications of
surmas continued until I was eleven. But they were very mild, and my mother
always obtained my consent in advance.

I remember other little tests my mother put me through. One day she
perceived that just before I arrived at a closed door I would stop and reach for the
handle to open it She began letting me go about the house by myself and she
discovered that I seldom ran into things. She credited the hakim and the stinging
drops, but every evening she would hold her hand up before my face and ask me
to tell her where it was, She used to shake her hand before me so that myriads of
pored next to below and above my ears could feel her hand even when it was a
foot away, The air currents helped me to spot it. But she wasn’t satisfied with
this. She wanted me to tell her whether the light was on or off: When I failed this
test she was unhappy again, but I soon caught on and would listen for the click of
the switch and then tell her. Sometimes she would flip the switch very rapidly time
and again, and I would always count the clicks and give her the right answer,

Although in my case there was an obstacle which seemed insurmountable,
Father was determined to leave no avenue unexplored. He read all available
literature on blindness. He learned that almost all India’s blind people had turned
to begging for their livelihood, or had become owners of pan and biri shops and
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spent their days rolling nuts and condiments in a betel leaf or tobacco in a cigarette
paper. He was determined that this was not going to be the fate of his second son,
and he started corresponding with many of the prominent educational authorities,
asking for their advice. The replies were not optimistic. For blind people, educational
facilities and personnel were limited, and often the schools became semi-asylums
with all ages grouped together in classes without any gradation system.

My father still persisted, for he knew that my staying at home would result in
over indulgence. He realized, as well, that I would have difficulty playing with
normal children, and that my mother would always be afraid to let me leave the
immediate premises.

Atlasthe heard of Dr. R.M. Halder, Principle of Dadar School for the Blind
in Bombay. My father wrote to him asking for advice. Dr. Halder showed unusual
interest in my case, and promised to take special care and personal responsibility
for me if I were sent to his school.

When my mother learned of my father’s decision to send me to the Dadar
School, she was appalled. She had never been to Bombay, and to her it might
have been a foreign country. She could not understand the reason for sending me
nine hundred miles away from home to attend school with orphans and children of
the poorest classes. After all, another year at home could not but help my
development. Yet she placed her faith in my father’s superior judgment, and in her

quiet way she acquiesced.
N
prolonged: continuing for a very long time
meningitis: an illness in which the outer part of the brain may be swollen.
stubble: short stalks of grass.
Jumbling: moving awkwardly as if in search of something.
faltering: moving unsteadily.
ordeal adifficult and extremely unpleasant experience.
outraged: very angry

insurmountable: something that cannot be overcome.

appalled: dismayed because things appear very bad or unpleasant.
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9.

‘What are the memories of childhood that every person fondly remember?
The author’s childhood was different from that of other children. How?

‘It was good that I lost my sight when I did....."” Why does the author
say that?

The author’s father especially asked for a transfer to Karnal. Why?

How did the various members of his family treat the author soon after
he turned blind? Discuss

Why did the author’s father object to the treatment prescribed by hakims
and the family pandit?

Which incident shows that the author had developed a very keen sense
of hearing?

What was the fate that normally befell a blind person in India in the
1930’s and 1940’s?

Why did the author’s father wish to send him nine hundred miles away?

10. In about 50 words give a brief character sketch of the author’s father.

Say whether the following statements are true or false according to
the text.

1.

2
3.
4

Children love watching animals and birds in the zoo
The author had meningitis which made him blind.
The author lost his sight at the tender age of five.

(
(
(
After his sickness, his sisters treated him with great care. (

A A
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A

4

I. Match the words in column with their meanings in column B.

A B

1. knick-knacks i  afeeling of hopelessness because
things seem so bad or unpleasant.

2. expunged i something you do to show that you
are sorry for a wrong you have done.

3. deprived ii  small objects with people enjoy
looking at or playing with

4. fragile v rubbed outtotally

5. despair v thingsin very large numbers

6. impasse v prevented from having something

7. exhaustively vi delicate

8. atonement vii adifficult situation from which, it is
impossible to bring about a solution

9. exertion x  thoroughly

10. myriad x  physical effort or exercise.

II. Words under A mean the opposite of those under B. Match them.

1. empty i) sighted

2. optimistic i) drop

3. blind i) ful

4. quiet iv) knowledge
5. lift V)  stinging

6. ignorance vi) loud

7. soothing Vi) pessimistic
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and an apartheid type of brawl took place.
his was my third and last fight.

We were ordered to leave the premises but
7e refused on the grounds that the white men who
ad started the fight could get away if we did so.
.the end we were given an escort of an African

policeman despite the fact that we were the
complainants. The white men went to the
charge Office unescorted.

At the Charge Office we were asked to

make a statement. Harry Nkumbula began by

saying that the girl at the counter refused to serve us. Before he could end his

sentence, the white superintendent of police who had come to stop the fight said,

“You cannot call a white lady a “girl’ ora ‘woman’. Harry ignored this and went

on to say that “after that an elderly woman cam...” But again, before he could

finish his sentence, the superintendent said, “I say, you cheeky nigger, you cannot
call a European lady a women.”

Then this police officer called Harry to a room and closed the door and
beat him up. Harry told this officer that he was lucky he was wearing Her Majesty,
the Queen’s uniform, or one or other of them would have been killed.

When the case came to court, our demand that we should be medically
examined by a doctor chosen by us was refused and we therefore chose not to
continue with the case.

The following morning after the incident a group of mine-workers went to
the café and said to the proprietor, “We have heard that our leaders were beaten
up here. We have come to have our revenge.” There was a police guard on the
café and the leader of the group of men was arrested and fined.

This was the type of incident that was taking place continually in the
Federation which, according to spokesmen like Sir Roy Welensky, was achieving
racial partnership and good feeling.

Of course one could fill all the pages of this book with stories of this kind.
Amongst curselves, we spend hours laughing about these things because they

often make the Europeans look very silly. In our U.NI.P. headquarters, we have
an office orderly who is a faithful servant of the nationalist movement. Heis a
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small man who has never had the advantage of good education so does not speak
very fluent English. One day some years ago he went to the old Lusaka post
office which at that time, was segregated. Unwittingly he found himself in the
European side and as there were not many people about he went up to he counter
and, pushing a shilling under the grill, he said, ‘Please penny stamps madam’. She
did not take any notice so, trying again, he said, ‘Please penny stamps girl.” At
this the assistant called a policeman and our orderly was asked to explain his
behaviour. In his own forceful way he said to the policeman, ‘Me say stamps
madam. She nothing. Me say stamps girl. She nothing. Me say this thing stupid.’
Fortunately the policeman had sufficient sense of humor to laugh it off.

A

1

overalls: a piece of clothing which are worn over other clothing to
protect them.

slanging match: an argument in which both sides use angry uncontrolled
language.

frog marched: to force someone to move forward by holding the person’s
arms behind their back and then push them forward.

reverted: go back to the previous condition.

nigger: black person (a very offensive word)

complainant: a person who brings a charge against somebody.

unwittingly: unknowingly, without being aware

I. Answer the following questions.

1. 'Whatdid Kenneth Kaunda, as a young schoolteacher, decide to
expose?
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